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While I question the necessity of hav-

ing members of the Kickapoo tribe of
Oklahoma who reside in Texas apply
for U.S. citizenship, it seems to me
there could have been a more expedient
way to handle this issue.

I strongly support the efforts being
made to clarify the citizenship issue
and the eligibility of these Native
American Indians for Federal and
State benefits. I also support the au-
thorization for the Department of the
Interior to take into trust 25 acres of
land in Maverick County, Texas for the
Kickapoo tribe.

This is the third of three American
Indian bills being considered by the
House today, and again I want to thank
the gentleman from Alaska (Mr.
YOUNG) of our committee and the sen-
ior Democratic member, the gentleman
from California (Mr. MILLER) for their
efforts in bringing this legislation to
the floor. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill.

I thank the gentleman from Okla-
homa for his sponsorship of this legis-
lation.

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

As the gentleman from American
Samoa has noted and the gentleman
from Oklahoma, this restores the pro-
vision of BIA and IHS services to mem-
bers of the Kickapoo tribe in Okla-
homa. This bill has strong bipartisan
support. I urge its passage.

Mr. Speaker, this bill as has already been
noted, restores the provision of BIA and IHS
services to members of the Kickapoo Tribe of
Oklahoma, a largely migratory band of Indi-
ans, who often reside for part of the year in
Maverick County, Texas.

Although Congress took steps in 1983 to
ensure that all Kickapoos living in Texas
would be eligible for federal services, there
was internal political friction among the
Kickapoos residing in Texas that resulted in
the formation of the federally-recognized Kick-
apoo Traditional Tribe of Texas in 1989.

Some of the Texas Kickapoos, namely
those who refused to acknowledge the leader-
ship of the Traditional Tribe, chose instead to
remain affiliated with the Kickapoo Tribe of
Oklahoma.

The problem that we are addressing today
is how to ensure that the Kickapoos in Texas
who remain affiliated with the Oklahoma Tribe
retain the full rights and benefits of the trust
relationship with the United States. In other
words, we want to ensure that they receive
appropriate IHS and BIA services, even when
they are residing in Texas.

The trick, of course, is to make sure that we
don’t diminish the limited resources of the Tra-
ditional Tribe of Texas. If there are Texas
Kickapoos who chose to remain affiliated with
the Oklahoma Kickapoos, then the costs of
such services should be charged to the Okla-
homa Kickapoos. That is why I am pleased
that we are adding today a provision that clari-
fies that nothing in the bill will result in a di-
minishing of services to the Traditional Tribe
or count as an independent authorization of
funds for the Oklahoma Kickapoos.

I understand that the Traditional Tribe of
Texas has concerns about the trust status ac-
quisition of lands for the Oklahoma Kickapoos
so close to their own reservation, and again I
am pleased that we are making a change
today that clarifies that the Secretary is not
mandated to take a 45-acre parcel of land into
trust for the Oklahoma Kickapoos. Leaving the
Secretary with discretionary authority will in-
sure that the Traditional Tribe is appropriately
consulted in the land acquisition process.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
GILCHREST) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2314, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘‘To restore Federal Indian
services to members of the Kickapoo
Tribe of Oklahoma residing in Mav-
erick County, Texas, to provide trust
land for the benefit of the Tribe, and
for other purposes.’’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on H.R. 2314, the
bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.
f

GALLATIN LAND CONSOLIDATION
ACT OF 1998

Mrs. CHENOWETH. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3381) to direct the Secretary
of Agriculture and the Secretary of the
Interior to exchange land and other as-
sets with Big Sky Lumber Co., as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 3381

by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assem-
bled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Gallatin
Land Consolidation Act of 1998’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—
(1) the land north of Yellowstone National

Park possesses outstanding natural charac-
teristics and wildlife habitats that make the
land a valuable addition to the National For-
est System;

(2) it is in the interest of the United States
to establish a logical and effective ownership
pattern for the Gallatin National Forest, re-
ducing long-term costs for taxpayers and in-
creasing and improving public access to the
forest;

(3) it is in the interest of the United States
for the Secretary of Agriculture to enter
into an Option Agreement for the acquisition
of land owned by Big Sky Lumber Co. to ac-
complish the purposes of this Act; and

(4) other private property owners are will-
ing to enter into exchanges that further im-
prove the ownership pattern of the Gallatin
National Forest.
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
(1) BLM LAND.—The term ‘‘BLM land’’

means approximately 2,000 acres of Bureau of
Land Management land (including all appur-
tenances to the land) that is proposed to be
acquired by BSL, as depicted in Exhibit B to
the Option Agreement.

(2) BSL.—The term ‘‘BSL’’ means Big Sky
Lumber Co., an Oregon joint venture, and its
successors and assigns, and any other enti-
ties having a property interest in the BSL
land.

(3) BSL LAND.—The term ‘‘BSL land’’
means approximately 54,000 acres of land (in-
cluding all appurtenances to the land except
as provided in section 4(e)(1)(D)(i)) owned by
BSL that is proposed to be acquired by the
Secretary of Agriculture, as depicted in Ex-
hibit A to the Option Agreement.

(4) EASTSIDE NATIONAL FORESTS.—The term
‘‘Eastside National Forests’’ means national
forests east of the Continental Divide in the
State of Montana, including the Beaverhead
National Forest, Deerlodge National Forest,
Helena National Forest, Custer National
Forest, and Lewis and Clark National For-
est.

(5) NATIONAL FOREST SYSTEM LAND.—The
term ‘‘National Forest System land’’ means
approximately 29,000 acres of land (including
all appurtenances to the land) owned by the
United States in the Gallatin National For-
est, Flathead National Forest, Deerlodge Na-
tional Forest, Helena National Forest, Lolo
National Forest, and Lewis and Clark Na-
tional Forest that is proposed to be acquired
by BSL, as depicted in Exhibit B to the Op-
tion Agreement.

(6) OPTION AGREEMENT.—The term ‘‘Option
Agreement’’ means—

(A) the document signed by BSL, dated
July 29, 1998, and entitled ‘‘Option Agree-
ment for the Acquisition of Big Sky Lumber
Co. Lands Pursuant to the Gallatin Range
Consolidation and Protection Act of 1993’’;

(B) the exhibits and maps attached to the
document described in subparagraph (A); and

(C) an exchange agreement to be entered
into between the Secretary and BSL and
made part of the document described in sub-
paragraph (A).

(7) SECRETARY.—The ‘‘Secretary’’ means
the Secretary of Agriculture.
SEC. 4. GALLATIN LAND CONSOLIDATION COM-

PLETION.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any

other provision of law, and subject to the
terms and conditions of the Option Agree-
ment—

(1) if BSL offers title acceptable to the
Secretary to the BSL land—

(A) the Secretary shall accept a warranty
deed to the BSL land and a quit claim deed
to agreed to mineral interests in the BSL
land;

(B) the Secretary shall convey to BSL, sub-
ject to valid existing rights and to other
terms, conditions, reservations, and excep-
tions as may be agreed to by the Secretary
and BSL, fee title to the National Forest
System land; and

(C) the Secretary of the Interior shall con-
vey to BSL, by patent or otherwise, subject
to valid existing rights and other terms, con-
ditions, reservations, and exceptions as may
be agreed to by the Secretary of the Interior
and BSL, fee title to the BLM land;
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(2) if BSL places title in escrow acceptable

to the Secretary to 111⁄2 sections of the BSL
land in the Taylor Fork area as set forth in
the Option Agreement—

(A) the Secretary shall place Federal land
in the Bangtail and Doe Creek areas of the
Gallatin National Forest, as identified in the
Option Agreement, in escrow pending con-
veyance to the Secretary of the Taylor Fork
land, as identified in the Option Agreement
in escrow;

(B) the Secretary, subject to the availabil-
ity of funds, shall purchase 71⁄2 sections of
BSL land in the Taylor Fork area held in es-
crow and identified in the Option Agreement
at a purchase price of $4,150,000; and

(C) the Secretary shall acquire the 4 Tay-
lor Fork sections identified in the Option
Agreement remaining in escrow, and any of
the 6 sections referred to in subparagraph (B)
for which funds are not available, by provid-
ing BSL with timber sale receipts from tim-
ber sales on the Gallatin National Forest and
other eastside national forests in the State
of Montana in accordance with subsection
(c); and

(3)(A) as funds or timber sale receipts are
received by BSL—

(i) the deeds to an equivalent value of BSL
Taylor Fork land held in escrow shall be re-
leased and conveyed to the Secretary; and

(ii) the escrow of deeds to an equivalent
value of Federal land shall be released to the
Secretary in accordance with the terms of
the Option Agreement; or

(B) if funds or timber sale receipts are not
provided to BSL as provided in the Option
Agreement, BSL shall be entitled to receive
patents and deeds to an equivalent value of
the Federal land held in escrow.

(b) VALUATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The property and other

assets exchanged or conveyed by BSL and
the United States under subsection (a) shall
be approximately equal in value, as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(2) DIFFERENCE IN VALUE.—To the extent
that the property and other assets exchanged
or conveyed by BSL or the United States
under subsection (a) are not approximately
equal in value, as determined by the Sec-
retary, the values shall be equalized in ac-
cordance with methods identified in the Op-
tion Agreement.

(c) TIMBER SALE PROGRAM.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall im-

plement a timber sale program, according to
the terms and conditions identified in the
Option Agreement and subject to compliance
with applicable environmental laws (includ-
ing regulations), judicial decisions, memo-
randa of understanding, small business set-
aside rules, and acts beyond the control of
the Secretary, to generate sufficient timber
receipts to purchase the portions of the BSL
land in Taylor Fork identified in the Option
Agreement.

(2) IMPLEMENTATION.—In implementing the
timber sale program—

(A) the Secretary shall provide BSL with a
proposed annual schedule of timber sales;

(B) as set forth in the Option Agreement,
receipts generated from the timber sale pro-
gram shall be deposited by the Secretary in
a special account established by the Sec-
retary and paid by the Secretary to BSL;

(C) receipts from the Gallatin National
Forest shall not be subject to the Act of May
23, 1908 (16 U.S.C. 500); and

(D) the Secretary shall fund the timber
sale program at levels determined by the
Secretary to be commensurate with the
preparation and administration of the identi-
fied timber sale program.

(d) RIGHTS-OF-WAY.—As specified in the
Option Agreement—

(1) the Secretary, under the authority of
the Federal Land Policy and Management

Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), shall con-
vey to BSL such easements in or other
rights-of-way over National Forest System
land for access to the land acquired by BSL
under this Act for all lawful purposes; and

(2) BSL shall convey to the United States
such easements in or other rights-of-way
over land owned by BSL for all lawful pur-
poses, as may be agreed to by the Secretary
and BSL.

(e) QUALITY OF TITLE.—
(1) DETERMINATION.—The Secretary shall

review the title for the BSL land described in
subsection (a) and, within 45 days after re-
ceipt of all applicable title documents from
BSL, determine whether—

(A) the applicable title standards for Fed-
eral land acquisition have been satisfied and
the quality of the title is otherwise accept-
able to the Secretary of Agriculture;

(B) all draft conveyances and closing docu-
ments have been received and approved;

(C) a current title commitment verifying
compliance with applicable title standards
has been issued to the Secretary; and

(D) the title includes both the surface and
subsurface estates without reservation or ex-
ception (except as specifically provided in
this Act), including—

(i) minerals, mineral rights, and mineral
interests (including severed oil and gas sur-
face rights), subject to and excepting other
outstanding or reserved oil and gas rights;

(ii) timber, timber rights, and timber in-
terests (except those reserved subject to sec-
tion 251.14 of title 36, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, by BSL and agreed to by the Sec-
retary);

(iii) water, water rights, ditch, and ditch
rights;

(iv) geothermal rights; and
(v) any other interest in the property.
(2) CONVEYANCE OF TITLE.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—If the quality of title does

not meet Federal standards or is otherwise
determined to be unacceptable to the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, the Secretary shall ad-
vise BSL regarding corrective actions nec-
essary to make an affirmative determination
under paragraph (1).

(B) TITLE TO SUBSURFACE ESTATE.—Title to
the subsurface estate shall be conveyed by
BSL to the Secretary in the same form and
content as that estate is received by BSL
from Burlington Resources Oil & Gas Com-
pany Inc. and Glacier Park Company.

(f) TIMING OF IMPLEMENTATION.—
(1) LAND-FOR-LAND EXCHANGE.—The Sec-

retary shall accept the conveyance of land
described in subsection (a) not later than 45
days after the Secretary has made an affirm-
ative determination of quality of title.

(2) LAND-FOR-TIMBER SALE RECEIPT EX-
CHANGE.—As provided in subsection (c) and
the Option Agreement, the Secretary shall
make timber receipts described in subsection
(a)(3) available not later than December 31 of
the fifth full calendar year that begins after
the date of enactment of this Act.

(3) PURCHASE.—The Secretary shall com-
plete the purchase of BSL land under sub-
section (a)(2)(B) not later than 30 days after
the date on which funds are made available
for such purchase and an affirmative deter-
mination of quality of title is made with re-
spect to the BSL land.
SEC. 5. OTHER FACILITATED EXCHANGES.

(a) AUTHORIZED EXCHANGES.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall enter

into the following land exchanges if the land-
owners are willing:

(A) Wapiti land exchange, as outlined in
the documents entitled ‘‘Non-Federal Lands
in Facilitated Exchanges’’ and ‘‘Federal
Lands in Facilitated Exchanges’’ and dated
July 1998.

(B) Eightmile/West Pine land exchange as
outlined in the documents entitled ‘‘Non-

Federal Lands in Facilitated Exchanges’’ and
‘‘Federal Lands in Facilitated Exchanges’’
and dated July 1998.

(2) EQUAL VALUE.—Before entering into an
exchange under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall determine that the parcels of land to be
exchanged are of approximately equal value,
based on an appraisal.

(b) SECTION 1 OF THE TAYLOR FORK LAND.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is encour-

aged to pursue a land exchange with the
owner of section 1 of the Taylor Fork land
after completing a full public process and an
appraisal.

(2) REPORT.—The Secretary shall report to
Congress on the implementation of para-
graph (1) not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act.
SEC. 6. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

(a) MINOR CORRECTIONS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Option Agreement

shall be subject to such minor corrections
and supplemental provisions as may be
agreed to by the Secretary and BSL.

(2) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary shall no-
tify the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate, the Committee on
Resources of the House of Representatives,
and each member of the Montana congres-
sional delegation of any changes made under
this subsection.

(3) BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—The boundary of the Gal-

latin National Forest is adjusted in the
Wineglass and North Bridger area, as de-
scribed on maps dated July 1998, upon com-
pletion of the conveyances.

(B) NO LIMITATION.—Nothing in this sub-
section limits the authority of the Secretary
to adjust the boundary pursuant to section
11 of the Act of March 1, 1911 (commonly
known as the ‘‘Weeks Act’’) (16 U.S.C. 521).

(C) ALLOCATION OF LAND AND WATER CON-
SERVATION FUND MONEYS.—For the purposes
of section 7 of the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund Act of 1965 (16 U.S.C. 460l–9),
boundaries of the Gallatin National Forest
shall be considered to be the boundaries of
the National Forest as of January 1, 1965.

(b) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Option
Agreement—

(1) shall be on file and available for public
inspection in the office of the Supervisor of
the Gallatin National Forest; and

(2) shall be filed with the county clerk of
each of Gallatin County, Park County, Madi-
son County, Granite County, Broadwater
County, Meagher County, Flathead County,
and Missoula County, Montana.

(c) COMPLIANCE WITH OPTION AGREEMENT.—
The Secretary, the Secretary of the Interior,
and BSL shall comply with the terms and
conditions of the Option Agreement except
to the extent that any provision of the Op-
tion Agreement conflicts with this Act.

(d) STATUS OF LAND.—All land conveyed to
the United States under this Act shall be
added to and administered as part of the Gal-
latin National Forest and Deerlodge Na-
tional Forest, as appropriate, in accordance
with the Act of March 1, 1911 (5 U.S.C. 515 et
seq.), and other laws (including regulations)
pertaining to the National Forest System.

(e) MANAGEMENT.—
(1) PUBLIC PROCESS.—Not later than 30 days

after the date of completion of the land-for-
land exchange under section 4(f)(1), the Sec-
retary shall initiate a public process to
amend the Gallatin National Forest Plan
and the Deerlodge National Forest Plan to
integrate the acquired land into the plans.

(2) PROCESS TIME.—The amendment process
under paragraph (1) shall be completed as
soon as practicable, and in no event later
than 540 days after the date on which the
amendment process is initiated.

(3) LIMITATION.—An amended management
plan shall not permit surface occupancy on
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the acquired land for access to reserved or
outstanding oil and gas rights or for explo-
ration or development of oil and gas.

(4) INTERIM MANAGEMENT.—Pending com-
pletion of the forest plan amendment process
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

(A) manage the acquired land under the
standards and guidelines in the applicable
land and resource management plans for ad-
jacent land managed by the Forest Service;
and

(B) maintain all existing public access to
the acquired land.

(f) RESTORATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall im-

plement a restoration program including re-
forestation and watershed enhancements to
bring the acquired land and surrounding na-
tional forest land into compliance with For-
est Service standards and guidelines.

(2) STATE AND LOCAL CONSERVATION
CORPS.—In implementing the restoration
program, the Secretary shall, when prac-
ticable, use partnerships with State and
local conservation corps, including the Mon-
tana Conservation Corps, under the Public
Lands Corps Act of 1993 (16 U.S.C. 1721 et
seq.).

(g) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary of Ag-
riculture shall ensure that sufficient funds
are made available to the Gallatin National
Forest to carry out this Act.

(h) REVOCATIONS.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, any public orders
withdrawing lands identified in the Option
Agreement from all forms of appropriation
under the public land laws are revoked upon
conveyance of the lands by the Secretary.
SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There are authorized to be appropriated
such sums as are necessary to carry out this
Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Idaho (Mrs. CHENOWETH) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MILLER),
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Idaho (Mrs. CHENOWETH).

(Mrs. CHENOWETH asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. CHENOWETH. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 3381, the Gallatin Land Consoli-
dation Act of 1998, was introduced by
my colleague, the gentleman from
Montana (Mr. HILL) on March 5 of this
year. The gentleman from Montana
(Mr. HILL) deserves great credit for
bringing a decade of negotiations to a
successful conclusion in the form of
this bill.

Anyone who has worked on com-
plicated land exchange problems of this
magnitude knows the daunting task of
trying to forge an agreement between
the environmental community, land-
owners, the Federal and State govern-
ment, the communities and interested
parties. It is usually an impossible
task. I congratulate the gentleman
from Montana (Mr. HILL) for this ac-
complishment.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Montana (Mr. HILL).

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman from Idaho for yielding
me this time.

This bill represents the culmination
of over a decade’s work to consolidate

the public and private land holdings in
the Gallatin National Forest. It pro-
poses to authorize the exchange of
54,000 private acres of privately held
lands for approximately 29,000 acres of
U.S. Forest Service lands.

It creatively provides also for the use
of timber sale receipts to bring these
values into balance. The consolidation
of these holdings is a win-win propo-
sition. Taxpayers win by consolidating
lands to allow for improved and more
efficient management of the public
lands. It means also that sportsmen
and women and recreationalists will
have access to more of their land.

b 1445

It also consolidates private land
holdings that can accommodate the
better management of those lands. It
allows for orderly and responsible re-
source management, and that means
that we will be able to retain impor-
tant natural resource jobs that are also
vital to Montana communities. And
this bill specifically protects critical
wildlife habitat from subdivision.

These lands lie just north of Yellow-
stone National Park, Mr. Speaker.
They will provide migration and winter
range for deer and elk populations.
This is a very popular hunting and fish-
ing and recreation area. For this rea-
son, this bill has the support of a broad
range of citizen groups, including re-
source interest groups, conservation
and sportsman organizations and envi-
ronmentalists as well. It is also sup-
ported by private land owners and the
U.S. Forest Service and the adminis-
tration.

A companion measure is before the
Senate and has the bipartisan support
of both of Montana’s senators.

Mr. Speaker, this bill provides flexi-
bility in the implementing of this ex-
change option so that all the interested
parties can include the agreement that
is embodied in the exchange option.

I would like to just take a moment to
thank all those who have worked to try
to create this consensus-based solu-
tion. The Gallatin National Forest Su-
pervisor, Big Sky Lumber Company,
Governor Marc Racicot, the Montana
Fish, Wildlife & Parks Organization,
the Greater Yellowstone Coalition,
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, the
Headwaters Fish & Game Association,
the Wilderness Society, the Montana
Land Alliance, the Upper Gallatin
Community, the Bridger Canyon Prop-
erty Owners Association, the
Battleridge/Bangtail Coalition, the
Gallatin Valley Snowmobile Associa-
tion, the Independent Forest Products
Association, and members of the Mon-
tana Delegation staff, Peggy Trenk of
my staff and Sue Brook and Brian Kay
of the senator’s staff.

I urge all my colleagues to support
this bill. It has broad bipartisan sup-
port both here in Washington and in
Montana.

Mrs. CHENOWETH. Mr. Speaker, I
have no other requests for time, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume, and I rise in support of
this legislation.

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, at the outset, I want to com-
mend the gentleman from Montana
(Mr. HILL) for his efforts to bring this
matter before the committee and to
the floor of the House.

I also want to acknowledge the lead-
ership role of Senator Bachus in devel-
oping this agreement, which contained
both H.R. 3381 and a companion bill in
the Senate.

As the gentleman from Montana (Mr.
HILL) pointed out, this is the second
phase of the congressionally authorized
acquisition of checkerboard railroad
grant lands in the Gallatin Range and
other areas in western Montana near
Yellowstone National Park.

The first phase was authorized back
in 1993, at which time we acquired
37,000 acres; and this would provide for
55,000 acres of really some of the most
magnificent wildlife range and scenic
areas in the western United States.

In the second phase as set forth in the cur-
rent bill, the Forest Service would gain an ad-
ditional 55,000 acres in the Taylor Fork and
other important fish and wildlife areas within
the Gallatin National Forest.

Recently, Forest Service exchanges have
come under the scrutiny of the Department’s
Inspector General and generated controversy
in Nevada, Washington, and other western
states. In response, Chief Mike Dombeck has
adopted new procedures which include review
of appraisals and approval of land exchanges
by the Washington office. I welcome this
heightened scrutiny of land exchanges. I have
long-standing concerns about abuses of land
exchanges and prefer instead that the admin-
istration give greater emphasis to land pur-
chases using the amply endowed Land and
Water Conservation Fund.

In this case, however, we are assured by
the Forest Service that the exchange fosters
the public interest by acquiring critical habitat
for elk, moose, grizzly bear, and other fish and
wildlife. These lands have significant economic
value for public recreation. The agency con-
siders the asset swap to be a fair deal for the
taxpayers, based on appraisals which have
been reviewed by the Chief Appraiser. And
the agency has engaged in a thorough public
process in developing this exchange and has
submitted a detailed report to Congress.

Mr. Speaker, we should recognize that it is
very difficult to develop anything close to a
consensus on many western public land use
issues. To the credit of the Montana delega-
tion, they have brought to us in this legislation
an agreement which has been negotiated to
the satisfaction of the Forest Service and Big
Sky Lumber and which is supported by an
array of diverse interests in Montana, including
the Governor and environmental groups such
as the Greater Yellowstone Coalition and The
Wilderness Society.

I urge adoption of the bill.
I want to again thank all of the par-

ties who worked so hard on this legisla-
tion and urge its passage.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance

of my time.
Mrs. CHENOWETH. Mr. Speaker, I

yield back the balance of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

UPTON). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentlewoman from Idaho
(Mrs. CHENOWETH) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the bill, H.R.
3381, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read:

‘‘A bill to direct the Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Secretary of the Interior to
exchange land and other assets with Big Sky
Lumber Co. and other entities.’’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. CHENOWETH. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 3381, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Idaho?

There was no objection.
f

MOUNT ST. HELENS NATIONAL
VOLCANIC MONUMENT COMPLE-
TION ACT

Mrs. CHENOWETH. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1659) to provide for the expe-
ditious completion of the acquisition of
private mineral interests within the
Mount St. Helens National Volcanic
Monument mandated by the 1982 Act
that established the Monument, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1659

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION. 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Mount St.
Helens National Volcanic Monument Com-
pletion Act’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the follow-
ing:

(1) The Act entitled ‘‘An Act to designate
the Mount St. Helens National Volcanic
Monument in the State of Washington, and
for other purposes’’, approved August 26, 1982
(96 Stat. 301; 16 U.S.C. 431 note), required the
United States to acquire all land and inter-
ests in land in the Mount St. Helens Na-
tional Volcanic Monument.

(2) The Act directed the Secretary of Agri-
culture to acquire the surface interests and
the mineral and geothermal interests by sep-
arate exchanges and expressed the sense of
Congress that the exchanges be completed by
November 24, 1982, and August 26, 1983, re-
spectively.

(3) The surface interests exchange was con-
summated timely, but the exchange of all
mineral and geothermal interests has not
yet been completed a decade and a half after
the enactment of the Act.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to
facilitate and otherwise provide for the expe-
ditious completion of the previously man-
dated Federal acquisition of private mineral
and geothermal interests within the Mount
St. Helens National Volcanic Monument.

SEC. 3. ACQUISITION OF MINERAL AND GEO-
THERMAL INTERESTS WITHIN
MOUNT ST. HELENS NATIONAL VOL-
CANIC MONUMENT.

Section 3 of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to
designate the Mount St. Helens National
Volcanic Monument in the State of Washing-
ton, and for other purposes’’, approved Au-
gust 26, 1982 (Public Law 97–243; 96 Stat. 302;
16 U.S.C. 431 note), is amended by adding at
the end the following new subsections:

‘‘(g) EXCHANGES FOR MINERAL AND GEO-
THERMAL INTERESTS HELD BY CERTAIN COMPA-
NIES.—

‘‘(1) DEFINITION OF COMPANY.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘company’ means a com-
pany referred to in subsection (c) or its as-
signs or successors.

‘‘(2) EXCHANGE REQUIRED.—Within 60 days
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary of the Interior shall
acquire by exchange the mineral and geo-
thermal interests in the Monument of each
company.

‘‘(3) MONETARY CREDITS.—
‘‘(A) ISSUANCE.—In exchange for all min-

eral and geothermal interests acquired by
the Secretary of the Interior from each com-
pany under paragraph (2), the Secretary of
the Interior shall issue to each such com-
pany monetary credits with a value of
$2,100,000 that may be used for the payment
of—

‘‘(i) not more than 50 percent of the bonus
or other payments made by successful bid-
ders in any sales of mineral, oil, gas, or geo-
thermal leases under the Mineral Leasing
Act (30 U.S.C. 181 et seq.), the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1331 et
seq.), or the Geothermal Steam Act of 1970
(30 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.) in the contiguous 48
States;

‘‘(ii) not more than 10 percent of the bonus
or other payments made by successful bid-
ders in any sales of mineral, oil, gas, or geo-
thermal leases in Alaska under the laws
specified in clause (i);

‘‘(iii) not more than 50 percent of any roy-
alty, rental, or advance royalty payment
made to the United States to maintain any
mineral, oil or gas, or geothermal lease in
the contiguous 48 States issued under the
laws specified in clause (i); or

‘‘(iv) not more than 10 percent of any roy-
alty, rental, or advance royalty payment
made to the United States to maintain any
mineral, oil or gas, or geothermal lease in
Alaska issued under the laws specified in
clause (i).

‘‘(B) VALUE OF CREDITS.—The total credits
of $4,200,000 in value issued under subpara-
graph (A) are deemed to equal the fair mar-
ket value of all mineral and geothermal in-
terests to be conveyed by exchange under
paragraph (2).

‘‘(4) ACCEPTANCE OF CREDITS.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior shall accept credits
issued under paragraph (3)(A) in the same
manner as cash for the payments described
in such paragraph. The use of the credits
shall be subject to the laws (including regu-
lations) governing such payments, to the ex-
tent the laws are consistent with this sub-
section.

‘‘(5) TREATMENT OF CREDITS FOR DISTRIBU-
TION TO STATES.—All amounts in the form of
credits accepted by the Secretary of the In-
terior under paragraph (4) for the payments
described in paragraph (3)(A) shall be consid-
ered to be money received for the purpose of
section 35 of the Mineral Leasing Act (30

U.S.C. 191) and section 20 of the Geothermal
Steam Act of 1970 (30 U.S.C. 1019).

‘‘(6) EXCHANGE ACCOUNT.—
‘‘(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—Notwithstanding

any other provision of law, not later than 30
days after the completion of the exchange
with a company required by paragraph (2),
the Secretary of the Interior shall establish
an exchange account for that company for
the monetary credits issued to that company
under paragraph (3). The account for a com-
pany shall be established with the Minerals
Management Service of the Department of
the Interior and have an initial balance of
credits equal to $2,100,000.

‘‘(B) USE OF CREDITS.—The credits in a
company’s account shall be available to the
company for the purposes specified in para-
graph (3)(A). The Secretary of the Interior
shall adjust the balance of credits in the ac-
count to reflect credits accepted by the Sec-
retary of the Interior pursuant to paragraph
(4).

‘‘(C) TRANSFER OR SALE OF CREDITS.—
‘‘(i) TRANSFER OR SALE AUTHORIZED.—A

company may transfer or sell any credits in
the company’s account to another person.

‘‘(ii) USE OF TRANSFERRED CREDITS.—Cred-
its transferred or sold under clause (i) may
be used in accordance with this subsection
only by a person that is qualified to bid on,
or that holds, a mineral, oil, or gas lease
under the Mineral Leasing Act (30 U.S.C. 181
et seq.), the Outer Continental Shelf Lands
Act (43 U.S.C. 1331 et seq.), or the Geo-
thermal Steam Act of 1970 (30 U.S.C. 1001 et
seq.).

‘‘(iii) NOTIFICATION.—Within 30 days after
the transfer or sale of any credits by a com-
pany, that company shall notify the Sec-
retary of the Interior of the transfer or sale.
The transfer or sale of any credit shall not
be considered valid until the Secretary of the
Interior has received the notification re-
quired under this clause.

‘‘(D) TIME LIMIT ON USE OF CREDITS.—On the
date that is 5 years after the date on which
an account is created under subparagraph
(A) for a company, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall terminate that company’s account.
Any credits that originated in the termi-
nated account and have not been used as of
the termination date, including any credits
transferred or sold under subparagraph (C),
shall become unusable.

‘‘(7) TITLE TO INTERESTS.—On the date of
the establishment of an exchange account
for a company under paragraph (6)(A), title
to any mineral and geothermal interests
that are held by the company and are to be
acquired by the Secretary of the Interior
under paragraph (2) shall transfer to the
United States.

‘‘(h) OTHER MINERAL AND GEOTHERMAL IN-
TERESTS.—Within 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this subsection, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on Re-
sources of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate a report—

‘‘(1) identifying all remaining privately
held mineral interests within the boundaries
of the Monument referred to in section 1(a);
and

‘‘(2) setting forth a plan and a timetable by
which the Secretary would propose to com-
plete the acquisition of such interests.’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Idaho (Mrs. CHENOWETH) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MILLER)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Idaho (Mrs. CHENOWETH).

(Mrs. CHENOWETH asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)
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